Press Release

Kamol Tamseewan
The Power of Life
10 November – 31 December 2012

Singapore, 10 Oct 2012— Mulan Gallery is proud to present The Power of Life, an exhibition

showcasing Kamol Tamseewan’s works. Featuring the latest series of the same name and
other works by the talented young Thai expressionist, this exhibition will run from 10
November till 31 December 2012.
Kamol’s latest series offers an expressive study of emotions amassed as a result of
everyday human struggle. “The Power of Life” presents a bold and resolute declaration of
the emotional life of local, ordinary folk, including farmers, labourers and villagers, who are
confronted by concrete as well as intangible conditions and socioeconomic limitations
exerted over their day‐to‐day strivings. The works bring us along the artist’s journey and
quest to discover how one might live free from such shackles, and unearth the true
fountainhead of authentic inner freedom.
Hailing from the rural Mae Wang District, Kamol, as in his earlier works, looks to
subjects close to his heart for this body of work. Its subjects are people he has grown up
with and among, whose lives, feelings and experiences constitute the material he has
undertaken to know and relay through his work. “My inspiration comes from living
experience. I paint beings I have seen,” says the artist. Like Affandi, the late Indonesian
expressionist master he admires, Kamol’s chosen struggle lies in becoming a human artist,
to feel “enough as a human”. Thus, his bold thesis: “Life’s learning lies in expressing the life
[lives] of other lives.”
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His method of study in this series comprises the work of arriving at and creating
riveting portrayals of ordinary individuals, based on a conjecture that each person exhibits
different measures of physical expressivity and emotionality in response to their everyday
struggles. Like the chosen mode of his work – a semi‐abstract expressionism that tries to
find an effective balance between the abstract and the figurative – this quintessentially
creative quest for freedom straddles the in‐between: it involves a systematic and, at its core,
deeply humanistic creative process (praxis) that, whilst informed by a distinctively high
ideal, is nevertheless conducted through pragmatic, realistic means of fieldwork, often in
the form of painstakingly in‐depth interviews. Encounters and experiences of others are
internalised and sifted through the artist’s cognitive and perceptual instincts, then distilled
into their irreducible emotional quotients. What traces of life and emotion that remain are
then sublimated and expressed during an emotionally‐charged act of creation or poiēsis,
coalescing into a decisive aesthetic image, the emotion of which is channelled through to
the viewer.
The central, titular work – and the namesake of both the series and this exhibition –
depicts a vibrant and visceral visual testimony of traces, bones and surfaces as unwavering,
concrete signs of the power of life of a strong‐minded individual freely guided by his own
inner feelings and instincts. Another work, Sitting on Space, expresses the in‐between state
and contradictory impulses of challenging the rules on the one hand, and surrendering to
reality on the other. A Sleeping (like Frost’s elegiac refrain, “And miles to go before I sleep”)
shows the lively, albeit hidden, activity of the mind before sleep and easeful rest sets in;
while two other pieces titled Standing reveal a simultaneous movement in stillness in an
arrested moment, an allusion to individuals caught up in present and ongoing
circumstances.

Mulan Gallery Pte Ltd | 36 Armenian Street #01‐07 Singapore 179934
(65) 6738 0810 |
enquiry@mulangallery.com.sg | www.mulangallery.com.sg
Business Registration No. 200801467N

With strong and affecting human structures as their subjects, the works featured in
this exhibition demonstrate the vibrancy and power of inner feelings to drive human life.
Through the course of his study and search for inner freedom, the artist, following his
unwaveringly keen and close observation of so many different characters, arrives at this
maxim: everything that comes to pass hinges on one’s mental condition and emotions, the
constant fluctuations of which are the only true reminders of life.

Exhibition Details
Title

: The Power of Life

Artist

: Kamol Tamseewan

Exhibition Duration

: 10 November – 31 December 2012

Opening Reception

: 9 November 2012

* Kindly refer to the attached list of artworks in the exhibition, and contact us if you should require
more hires images.

For more information, please contact:
Ms Patricia Liang
Managing Director

Ms Tan Yi Mei
Gallery Manager

T: (65) 6738 0810
M: (65) 9662 3085
E: patricia.liang@mulangallery.com.sg

T: (65) 6738 0810
M: (65) 8139 3788
E: enquiry@mulangallery.com.sg

Mulan Gallery Pte Ltd | 36 Armenian Street #01‐07 Singapore 179934
(65) 6738 0810 |
enquiry@mulangallery.com.sg | www.mulangallery.com.sg
Business Registration No. 200801467N

BIOGRAPHY
KAMOL TAMSEEWAN
1985, THAILAND

EDUCATION
2011 Master of Fine Arts (Visual Arts), Chiang Mai University, Thailand
2007 Bachelor of Fine Arts (Painting), Rajamangala University of Technology Lanna,
Chiang Mai, Thailand
2003 Chiang Mai Vocational College of Fine Art, Thailand

SOLO EXHIBITION
2009 Moving in Mind, Chiang Mai University Art Museum, Chiang Mai, Thailand

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS
2011 Space of Emotion: Art Thesis Exhibition 2011, Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai,
Thailand
2010 Visual Art Project, Chiang Mai University Art Museum, Chiang Mai, Thailand
2009 Different Strokes: Modern Visions of Asia, Mulan Gallery, Singapore
Man, Heroes, Myths and Gods, Mulan Gallery, Singapore
2008 Art Thesis, Chiang Mai University Art Museum, Chiang Mai, Thailand
ARTSingapore 2008, La Luna Gallery, Singapore
80 Years of The King, The National Gallery, Bangkok, Thailand
2007 Faces of Asia, La Luna Gallery, Chiang Mai, Thailand
2006 Creative of Life, Rajamangala University of Technology Lanna, Chiang Mai, Thailand
2003 Art Student, Vocational College, Chiang Mai, Thailand
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WORKS

Title

: The Power of Life

Description

: Inner emotions drive the force of living freely without external influence,
revealing the real power of life that comes from within – the power of the
inner mind.

Medium

: Enamel on canvas

Size

: 240cm (h) x 190cm (w)

Year

: 2012
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Title

: Sitting on Space No. 2

Description

: The in‐between nature of the pose indicates a reluctance to surrender to
reality. By issuing a challenge to the rules of one’s surroundings, the
relationship between the self, the void and gravity is put into question.

Medium

: Enamel on canvas

Size

: 180cm (h) x 150cm (w)

Year

: 2012
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Title

: A Sleeping No. 1

Description

: Depicts a state in which the body is still and the mind is active, as one
moves from fatigue towards relaxation.

Medium

: Enamel on canvas

Size

: 100cm (h) x 180cm (w)

Year

: 2012
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Title

: Standing No. 1

Description

: An arrested upright stance reveals a simultaneous stillness and movement.
A reference to those who are caught up in present and ongoing situations.

Medium

: Enamel on canvas

Size

: 220cm (h) x 100cm (w)

Year

: 2012
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Title

: Standing No. 2

Description

: An arrested upright stance reveals a simultaneous stillness and movement.
A reference to those who are caught up in present and ongoing situations.

Medium

: Enamel on canvas

Size

: 220cm (h) x 100cm (w)

Year

: 2012
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Title

: Old Man No. 2

Description

: Physical frailty, senility, and other changes in the appearance, body and
mind are all natural marks of ageing and part and parcel of the human
struggle to stay alive.

Medium

: Enamel on canvas

Size

: 120cm (h) x 100cm (w)

Year

: 2008
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Title

: The Face of Emotion No. 2

Description

: The sharp colours and lines of the painted visage contrasts against the
tough and unyielding iron plate surface, revealing the myriad of human
emotions stirring beneath a calm countenance.

Medium

: Oil on metal

Size

: 75cm (h) x 45cm (w)

Year

: 2007
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Title

: Blue Shadow No. 9

Description

: Light intermingled with blue shadows on the human profile reveals the
light and the darkness of mysterious emotions.

Medium

: Enamel on canvas

Size

: 100cm (h) x 90cm (w)

Year

: 2012
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Title

: Blue Shadow No. 10

Description

: Light intermingled with blue shadows on the human profile reveals the
light and the darkness of mysterious emotions.

Medium

: Enamel on canvas

Size

: 100cm (h) x 90cm (w)

Year

: 2012
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Title

: Emotion and Transformation No. 1

Description

: Human face shapes transform during altering rhythms, just like human
emotions that are capable of constant change.

Medium

: Enamel on canvas

Size

: 180cm (h) x 80cm (w)

Year

: 2012
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Title

: Human No. 7

Description

: A multiplicity of overlaid faces turns into a mass of shifting visual elements.
An allusion to society made up of an assortment of different individuals.

Medium

: Enamel on canvas

Size

: 110cm (h) x 150cm (w)

Year

: 2012
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Title

: ThreeDimensional No. 1

Description

: Superimposed faces display perplexing and changing emotions, revealing
unexpectedly complicated feelings.

Medium

: Enamel on canvas

Size

: 100cm (h) x 120cm (w)

Year

: 2012
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